MODALS OF DEDUCTION & SPECULATION FOR ADVANCED CLASSES
	PRESENT

	MUST
	Almost sure something is true.

She must be rich. She drives a Ferrari and her dog has a diamond necklace

	CAN’T
	Almost sure something isn’t true.

There’s a knock on the door. It can’t be the postman. It´s Sunday

	MAY/MIGHT/COULD
	Possible that something is true.

I haven’t seen James today. He may/might/could be off sick.


	SHOULD
	Something you expect to happen

If I send  the parcel  today, it should be delivered  on Wednesday.

	PAST

	MUST HAVE

vs

CAN’T HAVE
	1. MUST HAVE: CERTAINTY = POSITIVE DEDUCTION

He left without  saying  goodbye. He must have been in a hurry. 

	
	2. CAN’T HAVE: CERTAINTY = NEGATIVE DEDUCTION:

He  can’t have earned so much money. (I’m sure he didn’t)

	
	3. Both can be used with CLEARLY, SURELY or OBVIOUSLY in exclamations:



Surely you can’t have drunk all of it in one gulp!
Obviously you must have noticed how furious he was!

	SHOULD HAVE

&

OUGHT TO HAVE
	1. EXPECTATION: should have refers to something which was supposed to happen.

He should have received my parcel by now
She ought to have bought the lottery ticket

	
	2. CRITICISM OF AN ACTION:

You shouldn’t have drunk so much at the party!.

	COULD HAVE
	1. POSSIBILITY: 


Sharon could have been promoted if she had tried (possibility / ability).

	
	2. UNCERTAINTY: 


It could have been Andrew who phoned me, I suppose.

	MAY HAVE

&

MIGHT HAVE
	1. UNCERTAINTY: 


Now that I think of it, I may have been rather critical.

They might not have received our parcel yet.


	
	2. MIGHT HAVE is used to express ANNOYANCE at someone’s failure: 

You might have told me my trousers were split.

	OTHER EXPRESSIONS

	BOUND/SURE TO
	When you think something is certain to be true or to happen

He’s sure to know. He’s an expert on computers

	LIKELY/UNLIKELY TO/THAT
	Subject + BE likely/unlikely + infinitive

IT IS LIKELY/UNLIKELY + THAT + clause
He is likely to win the race

It is unlikely that he will visit us before leaving on hi s journey

	DEFINITELY

PROBABLY
POSSIBLY
	Subject + auxiliary + definitely/probably/possibly
Subject + definitely/probably/possibly + negative auxiliary

Subject + be + definitely/probably /possibly
Subject + definitely/probably /possibly+ be not

	I SUPPOSE

I THINK

DO YOU THINK?
	Phrases you can use with modals to reinforce the fact they you are not at all sure of something.

     I suppose it might be a priceless  diamond ring
I think she may be spring cleaning her house
               Could Terry  be a conman, do you think?


MODAL AUXILIARY VERBS PRACTICE 
Rewrite these sentences using the verbs given: 
1. It wasn’t very nice of you not to invite us  to your wedding. (MIGHT) 

You... 

2. It wouldn’t have been right to let him do all the cleaning . (COULDN’T) 

I... 

3. I’m sure that Pamela won’t come back home late. (BOUND) 

Pamela... 

4. I don’t believe that you have missed  the train again. (CAN’T) 

You... 

5. Perhaps they didn’t notice the yoghourt was sour. (MAY) 

They... 

6. It’s possible that this kind of spider is poisonous. (COULD) 

This spider... 

7. I’m disappointed you didn’t back me up in the meeting. (MIGHT) 

You ... 

8. It’s just not possible for the dog to have opened the tin of sardines. (POSSIBLY) 

The dog... 

9. It would have been possible for Emily to give us a lift . (COULD) 

Emily ... 
Complete each sentence with a suitable modal verb form: 
1. Don’t worry that Andy is not back home . I think he ________missed the train. 

2. I begged my uncle to accept some money for helping me move in, but he________ hear of it. 

3. Nobody else had a key to the safe , so Charlie ___________ stolen the missing documents.
4. You _______ seen my sister in the shopping centre. I haven’t got one! 

5. It was supposed to be a secret. You _________ told her! 

6. That was a lucky escape. You _______ been killed. 

7. I spent last week at my grandmother’s house because I didn’t _________ to go to school. 

8. The plane is late. It _________ landed an hour ago.
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1. You might have invited us to your wedding

2. I couldn´t let him do all the cleaning

3. Pamela is not bound to come home late

4. You can´t have missed the train again
5. They may not have noticed the yoghourt was sour

6. This spider could be poisonous

7. You might have backed me up in the meeting

8. The dog can’t possibly have opened the tin of sardines

9. Emily could have given us a lift

1. May have

2. Wouldn’ t

3. Must have

4. Can´t have

5. Shouldn´t have

6. Might have

7. Have to 

8. Should have
