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JUDGMENT:
Resources for expressing positive or negative judgements directly or implicitly about a person’s behaviour. At one level in terms of social esteem we may assess behaviour as socially acceptable (praiseworthy) or unacceptable (deplorable). At another we may assess it more seriously, in terms of social sanction (as moral or immoral, just or unjust).

	What kinds of JUDGMENTS (eg personal or moral) are made directly or implicitly about a person’s behaviour?

LOOK FOR positive and negative JUDGMENTS expressed by, eg:
· verbs eg to cheat; to lie; to deceive; to chicken out
· adverbs eg justly, fairly, virtuously, honestly, cleverly
· adjectives eg virtuous v immoral; honest versus deceitful; brave v cowardly; and
· attributes eg That was dishonest; Don’t be cruel; She’s very brave
· nouns eg a brutal tyrant; a cheat and a liar; a hero
· words located on a sliding scale eg an ok player, a skilled player, a brilliant player.

JUDGMENTS can be explicit (‘The government is incompetent’) or implicit (‘The government has not laid the foundations for economic growth’).






Judgment: Leah Purcell
The following framework represents the way Leah Purcell has been constructed in the profile.
Fill in the table:

	Social Esteem
	positive (admire)
	negative (criticise)

	normality ( custom)
‘Is the person’s behaviour unusual, special, customary?
	
	

	capacity
Is the person competent, capable?
	
	

	tenacity (resolve)
Is the person dependable, well disposed?
	
	

	Social Sanction
	positive (praise)
	negative (condemn)

	veracity (truth)
Is the person honest?
	
	

	propriety (ethics)
Is the person ethical, beyond reproach?
	




	


FROM Iedema et al, 1994

McGuire, p 50



Judgment: Leah Purcell
The following framework represents the way Leah Purcell has been constructed in the profile.

	Social Esteem
	positive (admire)
	negative (criticise)

	normality ( custom)
‘Is the person’s behaviour unusual, special, customary?
	Approachable
Sombre angel
Eagle eyed
	Mixed up kid

	capacity
Is the person competent, capable?
	versatile; vivacious performer; talented; successful actor
	

	tenacity (resolve)
Is the person dependable, well disposed?
	turned her life around (courageous); hard-working (dependable; persevering)
	

	Social Sanction
	positive (praise)
	negative (condemn)

	veracity (truth)
Is the person honest?
	(genuine, frank)
	

	propriety (ethics)
Is the person ethical, beyond reproach?
	arts patron (Yasmar Detention Centre); mentor; highly motivated; empathetic; emotional; emotional vitamin pill; (caring, sensitive, considerate, resolute)
	


FROM Iedema et al, 1994

McGuire, p 50
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ARTICLE FOR STUDY
‘Role Model’ (Extract, Qweekend, 25 March 2006)

Drinking at age seven, pregnant at 18, Leah Purcell could be forgiven for turning her back on her small-town roots. But
the successful actor cum activist is only too happy to reach out to others who have travelled a similar path.

Story Sandra McLean

The young woman amived quietly and stood beside us like a sombre angel. Her eyes were on Leah Purcell, the award-winning
actor and writer, who flashed her a smile and said, "G'day”.

Purcell suddenly remembered where the two had met. “How ya gettin’ on?” she asked the girl. “Stayin’ clean? Good on ya.
Stay off it, hey. You look beautiful without it.”

We're sitting on a bench in an inner-city Sydney park near Northcott, a notorious high-rise housing commission block and
the setting for Stickybricks, created for this year's Sydney Festival. In the play Purcell is a queen, a former prime minister and
an old lady. In a few weeks she'll be on stage in another production portraying an Afro-American teenager, an ageing Jewish
woman and a sassy magazine editor.

This tall, vivacious performer, who successfully made her way from a small country town to the big smoke, is as versafile as
she is approachable.

The girl in the park is just one of many interruptions to Purcell's hurried meal break during rehearsals for Stickybricks. People
just seem to want to tak to this sassy Queensland black chick from Murgon, the abattoir town 100 kilometres west of
Gympie, with the wild hair and the big laugh. And besides, after 15 years on stage and screen, Purcell isn't exactly a stranger.
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She was the gritty female cop in the gripping flm Lantana, Gary Sweet's smartarse sidekick in ABC-TV's Police Rescue, and
the daughter of Errol Fiynn in the 2003 play Beasty Girl. She was also seen in The Proposition and this year is back on the

big screen in Jindabyne, the much-awaited new fim by Lantana director, Ray Lawrence. Then, of course, there's the award-
winning Box the Pony, the funny, heartwarming one-woman play that dramatised Purcell's own incredible life story as a former
Miss Murgon who was pregnant at 18, contemplated suicide at 19, then tumed her life around. Like the character Steff in Box
the Pony, three years later she was on stage in a musical, and on the road to a new life.

A HUSKY-VOICED PURCELL EXPLAINS THAT OUR angelic park visitor hadn't seen her in a play, or on the telly or in the
movies. The two had met at Sydney's Yasmar's Juvenile Detention Centre for Young Women, of which Purcell is the arts
patron.

“| just go out there and hang out with them and talk about my work,” she says. "We watch Black Chicks Talking [the 2002
award-winning documentary Purcell made about the lives of contemporary indigenous women] just to give the girls an
opportunity to see what you can do. | make an effort to go back [to Yasmar] because a lot of people say they will but they
never do. So | went back and hung-out with them and gave them some positive vibes. She remembered me because | went
back.”

Between performing in plays and films and writing scripts, Purcell tries hard to work with disaffected young women and men
in detention centres and regional towns around Australia. These are hardly glitzy assignments but she has found herself
increasingly drawn to them. The thing is, she is good at talking to these lost souls because she was once like them. She has
known what it is like to be lost and to struggle for survival. She lived in an abusive relationship, she was a teenage mum, and
she saw her own mother regularly drink herself into oblivion. At 19 she felt such despair that she even considered smashing
her car into a tree with her baby girl, Amanda, strapped in the back.
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But Purcell hit the brakes and found a way out, so now she is helping others do the same. The mixed-up kid has become the
mentor. “She is highly motivated with a high level of empathy because of her own life experiences,” says writer-director Scott
Rankin, Purcells longtime friend and collaborator (he co-wrote Box the Pony). “This, combined with her talent is very rare.”

In 2004 Rankin and Purcell toured regional NSW as part of the Healthy Mothers Healthy Families project, using mentoring
and arts strategies to help women dealing with issues such as family breakdown, cultural isolation and domestic violence.
Last year they visited the Eastern Riverina Juvenile Justice Centre in NSW. Says Rankin: “There were 15 hard-core, initially
disinterested young offenders who ended up developing stories for their children — these are guys whose girifiends are at
home pregnant. There is nothing those guys are facing that Leah hasn't faced. She is like an emotional vitamin pill. She looks

at kids on the edge with an eagle eye.”
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